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INTRODUCTION
To comply with State regulations, The Amenia Water District, issues a report anmually deseribing the qualityffof your
drinking water. The purpose of this report is to raise your understanding of diiniing water and awareness of the need
to protect our drinking water sonrces. This report provides an overview of last year's water quality, Inciuded'jure
details about where vour water comes from, what it contming, and how i( compares to State standards. !
Last year, your ‘ap water met all State drinking water health standards. We are proud to repot that our systed did
not violate a maximum contamirant level or any other water quality standard. If you have any questions abapt this

rEPOIt or concering your drinking water, please contact NWS, the system Operators, at 845.789.1307. We
to be informed about yous drinking werer,

WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?
In genersl, the sources of drinki ng water (both tap water and bottled warer) include rivers, lakes, streams POtk
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissnlve
naturally occurting minerals and, in some cages, radioactive macerial, and can pick up substances resulting
presence of animals ar from human activities. Contzminants that may be present in source water include; midbobial
contaminants; inorganic contaminants; pesticides and herbicides; organic chemical contaminants; and radioadiive
contaminants. ¥n order to engure that tap waier is gafe to drink, the State and the EPA preseribe regulations
limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public warer fystems, The State Health Pepa
and the FDDA's regulations establish limnits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same priftection
tor public health, ’
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FACTS AND FIGURES J!
Char water source {s made up of 5 wells Jocated throughout the water distriot. At each of the well locations ¢ water
is trzated with chlosing for disinfection purposes. it i3 then pumped direetly into the distribution Syater, The Bnused
water it stored in 4 200,000 gallon stoinge tank located at Washington Court treatment facility, Ouy system s vas
1000 people through 200 gervics connections. The total water produced in 2009 was 34 million gallons, with
average monthly use of 3 million gallons. The daily average of water treated and pumpedd info the distr iburio
system was 99,000 gallons pey day. Our highest single day was 138,000 gallons total, The NYSDOH kas co pleted
& source water assessment for this system, based on available information, Possible and actual threats to the
Water sources were evaluated. The state source water assessment includes a susceptibility rating based on the'k::
posed by each potential source of contamination and how easily cOnAmMIinants can move through the subsurfdbe 1o
the wells. The susceptibility cating is an estimate of the potential for contamination of the source water it dogs
mean that the water defivered 1o consumess 18, or will become contaminated, See section “Are there contami
our drinking water?" For a list of the contarninants that have been detected. The Source water assesstments prpvide
resource managers with additiona) information fior proecting source waters into the furure. The source wate i
avsessment has rated our water source 25 haviug an elevared susceptibility to microbiological, nitraies, indusiial
solvents, and other induswial contaminasits. These ratings are due primarily to the residential and agricultural

commerciul facilities that discharge wastewster into the environment and are regulated by the state and/or fedpra)
govemment} und & hazardous substance spili. In addition, the wells draw from fractured bedrock and the oveliyiag
s0ils may not provide adequate protection from tontaminaticn. While the source Wweter assessment has rated (jir
wells as being susceptible to microbial, please note that cur water is dizsirfected to ensure that the finished w
delivered into your heme meets all New York State's drihking waler standards for mierobial contaminations. l;
County and state health departments wil] use thig information 1 direct furure source water protection activitids,
These may include water quality monitoring, resource menagement, planning, and education programs. A copy of
|
|



the assessment, including a map of the

Dutehess County Health Departroent.

ARE THERE CONTAMINANTS
As the State regulations require, we reutinely test

contaminants include; wisl Coliform. turbidity,
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! The level sreserited represents the 90k percentife of the 10) sites tested. 4 percenrile is a value on a scale of 100 that i i icates
the percent of a distributian thet is equal to or below it, The 90th percenile is equal to or greater than 90% of the coppdy values

detected at your water system, T this case. ten samples were collected at your water sypstem and the 90th percentile v:z{:fp s
the 0.237 mg/t. The cetion level for copper was not exeeeded ar any of the sites tested. Copper Range 0.034 to 0,237 I‘

¢ The ‘evel presented represents the 90tk percentile of the (include number of samples, e.g. ten samples) sampies collecigbd. 170
sties were tested. Lead sompled range was 0.007 0 0.012 !

I
b

3 Worer containing more thar 20 mg/L of sadium should not by used for drinking by people un severeiy restricted sodiuy diets,
Water comaining more than 170 me/L af sedium should nor be used for drinking by people on moderetely restricted sodum dicts,

Definitions: |

ol AMOLY: The highest level of 2 contaminant that i allowed in drinking water, MCT3 arc‘!ﬁet as

close to the MCLGS ay feasible. Jl
h21 ! il The leve! of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is ne k bown or
expected risk 1o health, MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. i
Maximum R H el (MRDLY, The highest Jevel of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There i3 |

convincing evidence that addition of 1 disinfectant is necessery for control of microbial contaminants, -
ectant Goal (MRDLG): The level of ¢ drinking waver disinfectant below which there is no kn“\vn or

expecied risk to health. MREDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use oF disinfecants to ¢ontrol microhial contaminatios.
chetion Level (AL): The concenmatior. of 2 contaminant which, {f exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements whm E]
water system must follow
Non Deterts (IND): [ sboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present, ||

: Corresponds to one part of liquid in one millior. parts of liquid (parts per million - pim). !
MWLCMMM fo one part of liquid in one billion parts of liquid {parts per billion - ppb). :
Nageram per Lirer tog/h): Comresponds to one part of liquid 10 one 1rillion paris of liquid (patts per trillion - ppt). i
M_M(pg’hz Corespends to one part per of liquid 1o one quadriliion parts of liquid (parts per quadriltion —!-f- ppq).
Eocurias per Mer (0CULY A messure of the radicactivity in water. i

WHAT DOES THIS INFORMATION MEAN? |
As you can see by the table. our system bad no violations. We have learned through cur testing that some
contaminants have been detected; however, these contaminants were detected below the level allowed by the f'é tate.
Ax you can see by the table, our system had no violations, but we have leamed through our testing that some .
contammants have been detested; however, these coptaminants were detected below New York State requirdhients
Although nitrate was detested below the MCL, it was detected ai S, | Img/l which is greater than ona-hatf of { &
MUCL. Therefore, we are required 1o present the following information on nitrate in drinking water. “Nizate i
drinking water at levels above 10 mg/! is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. H igh nitrate Jevels
in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may rise quickly for short penods of time begause
of ratufal) or agricultural act] vity. 17 you are caring for an infant. vou should ask for advice fror you nealth dhre

provider.” l
l!

IS OUR WATER SYSTEM MEETING OTHER RULES THAT GOVERN DPERAT#DNS?
During 2009, our system was in corupliance with applicable State drinking water operating, monitoring apd |

reporting requirements, '

DO INEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS? i
Although our drinking water mei or excesded state and federal regulations, some people may be more wlncﬁvle to
disease cauging microorganisms or pathogeas in drinking water than the general population, Immuno-comgrided

persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplanit,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immume system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risl from
infections. These people should seek xdvice from their heaith care provider about their drinking water. EP ARDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium. Giardia and other microbihl
pathogens are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (300-426-4791). |



WHY SAVE WATER AND HOW TO AVOID WASTING IT? _
Although our sysiem has an adequate amount of water to meet present and futwre demands, thete are 4 numbqr of
reasons why it {8 important to conserve water:
* Saving water saves energy and some of the COsts assoclated with both of these necessities of life;
* Suving water reduces the cont of enecgy required 1o pump water and the need 1o construct costly new welly,|
pumping systems and water towars; and
* Saving water lessens the stain on the water system during  dry speli or drought, helping to avoid severe
restrictions so thar essential fire fighting needs are met. |
You can play a role in conserving water by becoming consciows of the amount of water your househaold is ug ng, and
by looking for ways 1o s less whetiever you can. It is niot hard to congerye water. Conservation tips include

ter use

* Automatic dishwashers nse 15 gallons for every cvele, regard!ess of how many dishes are loaded. So get a flin for
your money and load it to capacity.

* Tura off the tap when brushing vour teeth,

* Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just 4 slow drip can wasee 15 1o 20 gallons a day. Fix it up and ou can
save almost 6,000 gallons per year.

¢ Check vour toilets for leais by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank, wateh for a 10-15 minutes see if
the color shows up in the bowd, Tt is hot wricominon to lose up to 100 galions a day from one of these otherwige
invisible wilet leaks. Fix it and you save mose than 30,000 gallons a Yeur.

* Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks, Sivaply tuin oftf all taps and water using appliances. Then checl the

meter after 15 minutes. If it moved. you have a leak,

* Use low flow shower heaids and favcets

* Water your lawn sparingly early romj ng or late evening
* Do only full loads of wash and dishes i

CLOSING
Thank you for allowing us to continus to provide your famity with quality drinkiog water this yerr. In order H
maintain a safe and dependable water supply we sometimes need to make laprovements that will benefit all 8f our
customers. The costs of theye improverents may be reflected in the rare structure. Rate adjustments imay be
necessary in order 10 address these improvements. We ask that all our customers helg us profest our waer sorces,
which are the heart of our comemiity. Please call our office if you have questions.




